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[Report No. 116- ]

To require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to formally recognize caregivers
of veterans, notify veterans and caregivers of clinical determinations
relating to eligibility for caregiver programs, and temporarily extend
benefits for veterans who are determined ineligible for the family care-
giver program, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 23, 2019

Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mrs. BLACKBURN) introduced the following bill;
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

(legislative day, ),

Reported by , with an amendment and an amendment
to the title

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to formally
recognize caregivers of veterans, notify veterans and
caregivers of clinical determinations relating to eligibility
for caregiver programs, and temporarily extend benefits
for veterans who are determined ineligible for the family

caregiver program, and for other purposes.
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1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiwves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
4 This Aet may be etted as the “Franspareney and -

5
6
7 SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATION OF CARE-
8 GIVER PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
9

ERANS AFFAIRS.
10 o) OFFHCAE PESTAATION 6F CARBGHERS—

11 H I anpRE—The Seeretary of Veterans
12 Mfettes she fortmds tecootize ol careotvers of set-
13 erans by identisine any earegrver of a veteran

14 the health reeord of the veteran:

15

16 pataeraph 4 shall telade—

19 earegivers under subseetton {a) of seetion
20 17206 of title 38; United States Code; and

21 B} eareetvers partieipating i the program
22 of stuppert services for eareetvers tnder sub-
23 seettonr {b) of suaeh seetion:

25 PRGOS —
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& earegtver program under subseetion {a) or {b) of

H B eErRE—Hpon determinine that a
gram of comprehensive assistance for family eare-
sivers nnder seetion 1720G{xn) of title 38; United
poses of stueh prograny the Seeretary shall extend
wnder paragraph (HAHIHH of sueh seetion; for
not less than 90 days after the date of notifieation
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of the prograt; or
5} beeattse the veteran dieds or
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Transparency and Effec-
tive Accountability Measures for Veteran Caregivers Act”
or the “TEAM Veteran Caregivers Act”.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATION OF CAREGIVER
PROGRAMS OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) OFFICIAL DESIGNATION OF CAREGIVERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-

Sfairs, when determined feasible by the Secretary, shall

Jormally recognize all caregivers of veterans by identi-

Jying any caregiver of a veteran in the electronic

health record of the veteran.

(2) INCLUSION.—Caregivers recognized under

paragraph (1) shall include—
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1 (A4) any family caregiver who s approved
2 as a provider of personal care services for an eli-
3 gible veteran under the program of comprehen-
4 swe assistance for family caregivers under sub-
5 section (a) of section 1720G of title 38, United
6 States Code; and
7 (B) any caregiver of a covered veteran par-
8 ticipating in the program of support services for
9 caregivers under subsection (b) of such section.
10 (b) STANDARDIZED LETTERS REGARDING CERTAIN
11 DETERMINATIONS UNDER FAMILY CAREGIVER PRO-
12 GrAM.—
13 Section 1720G(a) of title 38, United States Code,
14 18 amended by adding at the end the following new
15 paragraph:
16 “(12)(A) The Secretary shall notify the individuals de-
17 seribed wn subparagraph (B) regarding decisions affecting
18 the furnishing of assistance under this subsection using
19 standardized letters, as the Secretary determines such noti-
20 fications and letters to be appropriate.
21 “(B) The individuals described in this subparagraph
22 shall include—
23 “(1) an indiwidual who submits an application
24 Jor the program required by paragraph (1);
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“(11) an individual determined by the Secretary
to be an eligible veteran pursuant to such an applica-
tion; and

“(1i1) a family caregiver of an eligible veteran
who 1s—

“(1) approved as a provider of personal care
services under paragraph (6)(B); or
“(I1) designated as a primary provider of

personal care services under paragraph (7)(A).”.

(¢) TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF BENEFITS FOR FAMILY
CAREGIVER PROGRAM.—Upon determining that a veteran
who was receiving services under the program of com-
prehensive assistance for family caregivers under section
1720G (a) of title 38, United States Code, is no longer clini-
cally eligible for purposes of such program, the Secretary
shall extend benefits under such program, including sti-
pends under paragraph (3)(A)(ww)(V) of such section, for a
period of time determined by the Secretary if such an exten-
sion 1s determined appropriate by the Secretary.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to formally recognize care-
eivers of veterans, notify veterans and caregivers of clin-
ical determinations relating to eligibility for the family
caregiver program, and temporarily extend benefits for
veterans who are determined ineligible for the family

caregiver program, and for other purposes.”.



