PUBLIC LAW 111–163—MAY 5, 2010 124 STAT. 1145

TITLE II—WOMEN VETERANS HEALTH

CARE MATTERS

SEC. 201. STUDY OF BARRIERS FOR WOMEN VETERANS TO HEALTH

CARE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall

conduct a comprehensive study of the barriers to the provision

of comprehensive health care by the Department of Veterans Affairs

encountered by women who are veterans. In conducting the study,

the Secretary shall—

(1) survey women veterans who seek or receive hospital

care or medical services provided by the Department of Veterans

Affairs as well as women veterans who do not seek

or receive such care or services;
(2) administer the survey to a representative sample of

women veterans from each Veterans Integrated Service Network;

and

(3) ensure that the sample of women veterans surveyed

is of sufficient size for the study results to be statistically

significant and is a larger sample than that of the study

referred to in subsection (b).

(b) USE OF PREVIOUS STUDY.—In conducting the study required

by subsection (a), the Secretary shall build on the work of the

study of the Department of Veterans Affairs titled ‘‘National Survey

of Women Veterans in Fiscal Year 2007–2008’’.

(c) ELEMENTS OF STUDY.—In conducting the study required

by subsection (a), the Secretary shall conduct research on the effects

of the following on the women veterans surveyed in the study:

(1) The perceived stigma associated with seeking mental

health care services.

(2) The effect of driving distance or availability of other

forms of transportation to the nearest medical facility on access

to care.

(3) The availability of child care.

(4) The acceptability of integrated primary care, women’s

health clinics, or both.

(5) The comprehension of eligibility requirements for, and

the scope of services available under, hospital care and medical

services.

(6) The perception of personal safety and comfort in

inpatient, outpatient, and behavioral health facilities.

(7) The gender sensitivity of health care providers and

staff to issues that particularly affect women.

(8) The effectiveness of outreach for health care services

available to women veterans.

(9) The location and operating hours of health care facilities

that provide services to women veterans.

(10) Such other significant barriers as the Secretary considers

appropriate.

(d) DISCHARGE BY CONTRACT.—The Secretary shall enter into

a contract with a qualified independent entity or organization to

carry out the study and research required under this section.

(e) MANDATORY REVIEW OF DATA BY CERTAIN DEPARTMENT

DIVISIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure that the head

of each division of the Department of Veterans Affairs specified

in paragraph (2) reviews the results of the study conducted

under this section. The head of each such division shall submit

findings with respect to the study to the Under Secretary

for Health and to other pertinent program offices within the

Department of Veterans Affairs with responsibilities relating

to health care services for women veterans.

(2) SPECIFIED DIVISIONS.—The divisions of the Department

of Veterans Affairs specified in this paragraph are the following:

(A) The Center for Women Veterans established under

section 318 of title 38, United States Code.

(B) The Advisory Committee on Women Veterans

established under section 542 of such title.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 6 months

after the date on which the Department of Veterans Affairs

publishes a final report on the study titled ‘‘National Survey

of Women Veterans in Fiscal Year 2007–2008’’, the Secretary

shall submit to Congress a report on the status of the

implementation of this section.

(2) REPORT ON STUDY.—Not later than 30 months after

the date on which the Department publishes such final report,

the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on the study

required under this section. The report shall include recommendations

for such administrative and legislative action

as the Secretary considers appropriate. The report shall also

include the findings of the head of each division of the Department

specified under subsection (e)(2) and of the Under Secretary

for Health.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized

to be appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs $4,000,000

to carry out this section.

SEC. 202. TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

ON CARE FOR VETERANS SUFFERING FROM SEXUAL

TRAUMA AND POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER.

Section 1720D is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as subsection (f); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the following new subsections:

‘‘(d)(1) The Secretary shall carry out a program to provide

graduate medical education, training, certification, and continuing

medical education for mental health professionals who provide counseling,

care, and services under subsection (a).

‘‘(2) In carrying out the program required by paragraph (1),

the Secretary shall ensure that—

‘‘(A) all mental health professionals described in such paragraph

have been trained in a consistent manner; and

‘‘(B) training described in such paragraph includes principles

of evidence-based treatment and care for sexual trauma

and post-traumatic stress disorder.

‘‘(e) Each year, the Secretary shall submit to Congress an

annual report on the counseling, care, and services provided to

veterans pursuant to this section. Each report shall include data

for the year covered by the report with respect to each of the

following:

‘‘(1) The number of mental health professionals, graduate

medical education trainees, and primary care providers who

have been certified under the program required by subsection

(d) and the amount and nature of continuing medical education

provided under such program to such professionals, trainees,

and providers who are so certified.

‘‘(2) The number of women veterans who received counseling

and care and services under subsection (a) from professionals

and providers who received training under subsection

(d).
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‘‘(3) The number of graduate medical education, training,

certification, and continuing medical education courses provided

by reason of subsection (d).
‘‘(4) The number of trained full-time equivalent employees

required in each facility of the Department to meet the needs

of veterans requiring treatment and care for sexual trauma

and post-traumatic stress disorder.

‘‘(5) Such recommendations for improvements in the treatment

of women veterans with sexual trauma and post-traumatic

stress disorder as the Secretary considers appropriate.

‘‘(6) Such other information as the Secretary considers

appropriate.’’.

SEC. 203. PILOT PROGRAM ON COUNSELING IN RETREAT SETTINGS

FOR WOMEN VETERANS NEWLY SEPARATED FROM

SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES.
(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Commencing not later than 180 days

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary

of Veterans Affairs shall carry out, through the Readjustment

Counseling Service of the Veterans Health Administration, a

pilot program to evaluate the feasibility and advisability of

providing reintegration and readjustment services described

in subsection (b) in group retreat settings to women veterans

who are recently separated from service in the Armed Forces

after a prolonged deployment.

(2) PARTICIPATION AT ELECTION OF VETERAN.—The participation

of a veteran in the pilot program under this section

shall be at the election of the veteran.

(b) COVERED SERVICES.—The services provided to a woman

veteran under the pilot program shall include the following:

(1) Information on reintegration into the veteran’s family,

employment, and community.

(2) Financial counseling.

(3) Occupational counseling.

(4) Information and counseling on stress reduction.

(5) Information and counseling on conflict resolution.

(6) Such other information and counseling as the Secretary

considers appropriate to assist a woman veteran under the

pilot program in reintegration into the veteran’s family, employment,

and community.

(c) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry out the pilot program

at not fewer than three locations selected by the Secretary for

purposes of the pilot program.

(d) DURATION.—The pilot program shall be carried out during

the 2-year period beginning on the date of the commencement

of the pilot program.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the completion

of the pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a

report on the pilot program. The report shall contain the findings

and conclusions of the Secretary as a result of the pilot program,

and shall include such recommendations for the continuation or

expansion of the pilot program as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized

to be appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for each

2010 and 2011, $2,000,000 to carry out the pilot

program.
SEC. 204. SERVICE ON CERTAIN ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF WOMEN

RECENTLY SEPARATED FROM SERVICE IN THE ARMED

FORCES.
(a) ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON WOMEN VETERANS.—Section

542(a)(2)(A) is amended—

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end;

(2) in clause (iii), by striking the period at the end and

inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after clause (iii) the following new clause:

‘‘(iv) women veterans who are recently separated from

service in the Armed Forces.’’.

(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MINORITY VETERANS.—Section

544(a)(2)(A) is amended—

(1) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end;

(2) in clause (iv), by striking the period at the end and

inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after clause (iv) the following new clause:

‘‘(v) women veterans who are minority group members

and are recently separated from service in the Armed Forces.’’.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by this section shall

apply to appointments made on or after the date of the enactment

of this Act.
SEC. 205. PILOT PROGRAM ON ASSISTANCE FOR CHILD CARE FOR

CERTAIN VETERANS RECEIVING HEALTH CARE.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Veterans

Affairs shall carry out a pilot program to assess the feasibility

and advisability of providing, subject to subsection (b), assistance

to qualified veterans described in subsection (c) to obtain child

care so that such veterans can receive health care services described

in subsection (c).

(b) LIMITATION ON PERIOD OF PAYMENTS.—Assistance may only

be provided to a qualified veteran under the pilot program for

receipt of child care during the period that the qualified veteran—

(1) receives the types of health care services described

in subsection (c) at a facility of the Department; and

(2) requires travel to and return from such facility for

the receipt of such health care services.

(c) QUALIFIED VETERANS.—For purposes of this section, a qualified

veteran is a veteran who is—

(1) the primary caretaker of a child or children; and

(2)(A) receiving from the Department—

(i) regular mental health care services;

(ii) intensive mental health care services; or

(iii) such other intensive health care services that the

Secretary determines that provision of assistance to the

veteran to obtain child care would improve access to such

health care services by the veteran; or

(B) in need of regular or intensive mental health care

services from the Department, and but for lack of child care

services, would receive such health care services from the

Department.

(d) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry out the pilot program

in no fewer than three Veterans Integrated Service Networks

selected by the Secretary for purposes of the pilot program.

 (e) DURATION.—The pilot program shall be carried out during

the 2-year period beginning on the date of the commencement

of the pilot program.

(f) FORMS OF CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Child care assistance under this section

may include the following:

(A) Stipends for the payment of child care offered by

licensed child care centers (either directly or through a

voucher program) which shall be, to the extent practicable,

modeled after the Department of Veterans Affairs Child

Care Subsidy Program established pursuant to section 630

of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations

Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–67; 115 Stat. 552).

(B) Direct provision of child care at an on-site facility

of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(C) Payments to private child care agencies.

(D) Collaboration with facilities or programs of other

Federal departments or agencies.

(E) Such other forms of assistance as the Secretary

considers appropriate.

(2) AMOUNTS OF STIPENDS.—In the case that child care

assistance under this section is provided as a stipend under

paragraph (1)(A), such stipend shall cover the full cost of such

child care.

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after the completion

of the pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a

report on the pilot program. The report shall include the findings

and conclusions of the Secretary as a result of the pilot program,

and shall include such recommendations for the continuation or

expansion of the pilot program as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized

to be appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry

out the pilot program $1,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2010

and 2011.
SEC. 206. CARE FOR NEWBORN CHILDREN OF WOMEN VETERANS

RECEIVING MATERNITY CARE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VIII of chapter 17 is amended

by adding at the end the following new section:

‘‘§ 1786. Care for newborn children of women veterans

receiving maternity care

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may furnish health care services

described in subsection (b) to a newborn child of a woman

veteran who is receiving maternity care furnished by the Department

for not more than seven days after the birth of the child

if the veteran delivered the child in—

‘‘(1) a facility of the Department; or

‘‘(2) another facility pursuant to a Department contract

for services relating to such delivery.

‘‘(b) COVERED HEALTH CARE SERVICES.—Health care services

described in this subsection are all post-delivery care services,

including routine care services, that a newborn child requires.’’.

 (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at the beginning

of chapter 17 is amended by inserting after the item relating

to section 1785 the following new item:

‘‘1786. Care for newborn children of women veterans receiving maternity care.’’.

