Vietnam’s Inland Waterways

Question:  I served with the Navy in Vietnam and my ship was in Vietnam’s inland waterways.  Am I eligible for compensation for a disability related to herbicide exposure?

Answer:  If you served on a ship that operated primarily in inland waterways between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975, you have service that involved “duty” in Vietnam.  

VA includes all vessels with the designations LCM (landing craft, mechanized), LCVP (landing craft, vehicle, personnel), LST (landing ship, tank), PBR (patrol boat, river), PCF (patrol craft, fast or swift boat), and all vessels referred to as part of the “Mobile Riverine Force” in military records as ships which served in inland waters.  VA has a list of other ships which served in inland waters.
Press CONTROL +CLICK  top view List of Eligible Ships
Question:  I served with the Navy in Vietnam and my ship went into inland waterways on occasion.  Can I get benefits for a disability related to herbicide exposure?

Answer:  If you served on a ship that operated temporarily in inland waterways at some point between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975, you have service that involved “temporary duty” in Vietnam.  VA has a list of ships that they have been verified as operating temporarily in Vietnam’s inland waterways.  
Press CONTROL + CLICK to view List of Eligible Ships
Question:  I served with the Navy in Vietnam’s close coastal waters, and I went ashore on liberty or via a mike boat.  Can I get benefits for a disability related to herbicide exposure?
Answer: If you served on a ship in close coastal waters or docked between January 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975, and went ashore, you have service that involved “visitation” in Vietnam.  VA has a list of ships that have been verified as docking to shore or sending small boats to shore.   

Press CONTROL + CLICK to view List of Eligible Ships
In addition to asking VA to obtain your personnel file from the NPRC, you will need to provide a statement about going ashore. 

Question:  My ship is not on VA’s list, but I remember going up a river, docking, or going ashore in Vietnam.  Can I get benefits for a disability related to herbicide exposure?

Answer:  VA’s ship list is updated as new information becomes available; it is not a complete list.  If your ship is not on the list, VA has not received or reviewed evidence of service in inland waterways, or instances when servicemembers went ashore.  Nevertheless, VA has a duty to search for any government records that support your claim.  
Be as precise as possible as to the name of your ship, its location, and dates of service on inland waterways, docking, or going ashore in your application.  If you have any copies of your ship’s history, deck logs or cruise book that support your claim, submit it to VA.

Question: I served with the Coast Guard in Vietnam.  Can I get benefits for a disability related to herbicide exposure?
Answer: If you served on a U. S. Coast Guard cutter that operated in Vietnam between January 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975, your service involved “duty” in Vietnam.  Eligible vessels are Coast Guard cutters with hull designations WPB (patrol boat), WHEC (high endurance cutter) WLB (buoy tender), and WAK (cargo vessel). 
Question:  I served on a ship that VA has now identified as operating in inland waterways during the Vietnam Era and my claim meets the above eligibility criteria, but my prior claim was denied.   If I appeal, can I get retroactive benefits dating back to my first application?

Answer:   If you filed a claim for one of the listed disabilities and it was denied, you may be eligible for retroactive benefits based on special rules resulting from a settlement in the Nehmer class action court case.  Special rules provide for retroactive benefits based on the date that you filed your earlier application and the date that VA denied your earlier claims.  If your claim meets all of the relevant criteria for a compensable disability, VA may pay you retroactive benefits.

Please note that this information is provided for overall guidance.  It is not intended to constitute legal advice for a particular veteran and should not be relied upon for that purpose.  Individual circumstances may affect rights and procedures in individual cases.  For additional guidance, contact  your regional VA office, a veterans ’ service organization, or in cases where a notice of disagreement has been filed, an attorney specializing in veterans’ benefits issues who may be able to help advise you on your claim.

