Thailand Air Force Bases

Question:  I served with the U.S. Air Force or U.S. Army in Thailand during the Vietnam Era.  Can I get benefits for a disability related to herbicide exposure?

Answer:  If you served in certain occupations at certain Royal Thai Air Force Bases (RTAFBs) between February 28, 1961, and May 7, 1975, you are eligible for benefits for a disability related to herbicide exposure.  

Press CONTROL + CLICK to View for Eligible Bases
Press CONTROL + CLICK to view for Eligible Occupations
Question:  I served in the U.S. Air Force or U.S. Army in Thailand during the Vietnam Era and meet the above eligibility criteria, but my claim was denied.   If I appeal, can I get retroactive benefits dating back to my first application?

Answer:   If you filed a claim and it was denied, you may be eligible for retroactive benefits based on your earlier application.  These claims are granted based on service records from the military, and VA is required to consider the date of the previous application as the date of your claim.  If your claim meets all of the above criteria, VA should pay you retroactive benefits.

Please note that this information is provided for overall guidance.  It is not intended to constitute legal advice for a particular veteran and should not be relied upon for that purpose.  Individual circumstances may affect rights and procedures in individual cases.  For additional guidance, contact  your regional VA office, a veterans ’ service organization, or in cases where a notice of disagreement has been filed, an attorney specializing in veterans’ benefits issues who may be able to help advise you on your claim.

